
SUNDAY
  6:30PM-11:00PM

MONDAY 
5:00PM-9:00PM

THURSDAY
 6:30PM-11:00PM

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Presidents Report
Calendar
Event Info
Festa Italiana
History of Maria      
Santissima Assunta

LA NOSTRA VOCE
2026 August / agosto

PRESIDENTS REPORT

American Italian Cultural Society
1918 Donmaur Drive
Crest Hill, IL  60403

815-725-7450

CLUB HOURS

1
2
3
4
5

Past Events
Member News
Puzzle
Italian Language
AICS Directory
Sponsors
Nomination Form

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Hello Club Members
August Edition - I’m pleased to share an update on our society’s activities, progress, and upcoming plans. 
 

Highlights 
Membership Engagement: We welcomed four new members last month: Joe and Kim Consiglio, Terry and
Kathy Covone

Facility Updates: Routine maintenance is being done. New lifetime brand picnic tables are in and we will
donate the old ones after Festa. Sealcoat of the roof was completed. The flags were replaced and new ropes
installed. A new Bocce court bench has been purchased. We updated the hall chandelier and added color
changing lights to the wall sconces. 

August Events & Activities
Spaghetti Dinner: Dinners will start back up September 10th until May with intentions of the Aglio Olio dinner
in June. We will have a Spaghetti dinner volunteer meeting on Monday August 31st at 6 pm. If you would like
to be involved please attend. All are welcome and we appreciate your help. 

Queen of Hearts: Every Monday starting at 5pm. The current pot as of 7/27/26 is $17,408.00. We wish you
luck. Food is available for purchase certain nights. Check our Facebook for the weekly menu. If you have a
meal idea and would like to volunteer and help cook with one of our eight kitchen mangers, please let us know.
We will have NO QOH on August 3rd and 10th due to festa. We will resume on August 17th 

Festa: Festa is almost here. If you would like to be involved with our festa, contact Christina Hayden or Dan
Brandolino for volunteering. We are excited and can’t wait.

AICS Scholarship: We received 12 scholarship applications this year. The committee will be reviewing them
soon and announcing the winners. Good luck to all who applied. First place, $1,500.00 a year for 4 years and
second place, $750.00 a year for 4 years. The Committee is considering adding a third place winner this year.

Save the Date
August 7, 8, 9, Festa Italiana, August 29, Sontag car show (food for sale will be provided by club with a portion
of the proceeds going back to the veterans), we are considering having a rummage sale on the same date. We
will keep you informed through Facebook and call all, September 13, Mother Cabrini Pilgrimage (39 people
capacity), September 20, San Vittorino fest. See inside of this newsletter for all of the details.
 

Administrative Notes
Meetings: The August board meeting will be canceled due to festa. General meeting is August 27th 7pm.
Agenda items include fall event planning, scholarship updates, and facility improvements.

Financial Overview: The Society remains in strong financial standing and fundraising efforts continue to
support our club and its cultural initiatives. Thank you all for your time and efforts.

Volunteer Opportunities: As always, we rely on the generosity of our members. Anyone interested in helping
with events, positions or chairing an event are encouraged to reach out.

A Personal Message 
Our Festa has really become a big part of our club. I am happy to be a part of this for all these years. A lot of
time and dedication goes into this event from all of us, so it is rewarding to see all of the happy people that
attend and to be voted “BEST FESTIVAL IN WILL COUNTY” for the past ten years. Thank you for all your help
up to this point and the anticipation of another great and successful Festa Italiana. 
 

Always Together/Sempre Insieme
Dan Brandolino
President, American Italian Cultural Society
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August

12:00pm

General
Meeting
7:00pm

Q O H

SAVE THE DATE

CALENDAR

Sept 10  Thursday  Spaghetti Dinner

Sept 13  Sunday          Mother Cabrini 
                                        Pilgrimage

Sept 20  Sunday         San Vittorino Fest

Oct 3      Saturday       Columbus Day 
                                         Banquet

Oct 12     Monday         Columbus Day
                                         Parade, Chicago

Oct 24    Saturday       Halloween Party

AUGUST UPCOMING EVENTS
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2026
Sunday Monday Thursday Friday SaturdayTuesday Wednesday

 /agosto

5:00pm-11:00pm 5:00pm-11:00pm

11:00am-9:00pm

Sontag Car Show

Festa Set Up Festa Set Up Festa Set UpFesta Set Up

Festa Clean Up

Spaghetti Dinner
Volunteer Meeting

6:00pmQ O H

Aug 3        Mon                  NO QOH

Aug 3-6   Mon-Thurs     Festa Set Up

Aug 7        Friday              Festa 5pm-11pm

Aug 8        Saturday        Festa 5pm-11pm

Aug 9        Sunday           Festa 11am-9pm

Aug 10       Monday          Festa Cleanup
                                             NO QOH

Aug 20      Thursday        Book Club 12pm

Aug 27      Thursday        General Meeting 7pm

Aug 29      Saturday        Sontag Car Show 10am
                                             
Aug 31       Monday          Spaghetti Dinner 
                                             Volunteer Meeting
                                             6pm

Queen of Hearts
Every Monday Night

5pm - 9pm
Last tickets sold at 7:30pm

Drawing at 8:00pm
Need not be present to win



For More
Information:

www.americanitalian.org

AUG 27 AUG 31

SEPT 13

EVENT INFORMATION

QOH
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Maria SS. Assunta
gifted to AICS

Festa Italiana is three days of food, fun and celebrating our Italian heritage.  
The roots of our Festa run deep.  AICS began our Festa back in 1999 and it was
started to honor Maria Santissima dell’Assunta. The title Maria Santissima
dell’Assunta means “Most Holy Mary of the Assumption.”  It refers to the
Catholic belief that, at the end of her earthly life, the Virgin Mary was assumed
body and soul into Heaven.  In all of Italy on August 15 (Ferragosto), the
Assumption is celebrated and is one of the most important religious holidays.  
Nearly every town celebrates with a solemn Mass, processions carrying a
statue of the Madonna through the street, bands playing traditional music,
fireworks and families returning to their ancestral villages for the celebration.
It is in keeping these treasured traditions, that AICS celebrates our Festa.

The  story of the statue of Maria Santissima dell’Assunta... 

In 1950, theives broke into the church and stole the medieval statue.  The theft
shocked the entire community. Despite investigations, the statue was never
recovered, and many believe it was stolen to be sold on the international art market.
Fortunately, the town did not lose its devotion. A renowned local sculptor, Nicola
D’Antino, created an exceptionally faithful replica of the lost Madonna. Today, this
replica occupies the place of honor on the Assunta altar and is still carried in the
annual procession each August.  Most visitors cannot tell it is a replacement because
it was carved to match the original in remarkable detail.

For families with roots in Caramanico and the Abruzzo region, the statue of Maria
Santissima dell’Assunta represents much more than a work of art. She has long been
regarded as a protector, and generations of emigrants who left Abruzzo for countries
like the United States return each summer for Her feast.  Even though the original
statue disappeared more than 75 years ago, the devotion to Maria Santissima
dell’Assunta still remains one of the strongest traditions in Caramanico today.

The History of 
Maria Santissima dell’ Assunta

In 2010, Monsignor Guiseppe Liberatoscioli, pastor of Santa Maria Maggiore in Caramanico Terme, authorized the
municipality of Carmanico to reproduce three resin copies of the statue of the Madonna of the Assumption. The
three copies were to be given to cities with a large population of immigrants from the Caramanico area. The Italian
organizations that received this special gift were located in Toronto, Canada, New York, New York and Crest Hill,
Illinois. Unfortunately, when the statues arrived in the United States they were damaged in transit and needed to be
repaired.

On March 28, 2010, a special delegation led by Caramanico mayor Mario Mazzocca, joined the congregation of the
Church of St. Anthony, members of the American Italian Cultural Society, and the Joliet community to participate in
a special Mass.  It was an honor to to have the Mass celebrated by Bishop Siegel and concelebrated by Rev. Michael
Valente to bless and welcome the statue to the USA.  Mass was followed by a procession and dinner at AICS where
the statue was officially presented to the American Italian Cultural Society by Mayor Mazzocca.

A special cabinet was made especially for the statue and our beautiful replica of Maria Santissima dell’Assunta
watches over the members of AICS.  The next time you pass by the statue, pause for a moment to honor the
Madonna and the remarkable story behind this statue.

This is one of Caramanico Terme’s most treasured and saddest stories. The
ancient statue of Maria Santissima dell’ Assunta was housed in the main altar
of the Church of Santa Maria Maggiore.  Art historians believe that the
wooden statue dated to about the 11  century, making it one of the oldest
surviving Marian statues in Abruzzo. It was especially revered because Our
Lady of the Assumption is the patroness of Caramanico, and every year on
August 15  the statue is carried through town during the Feast of the
Assumption.  

th

th

A special gift to the American Italian Cultural Society from the town of Caramanico...
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Past
AICS held some fun events  dur ing the month of  Ju ly  and we hope that  you were
there to share them with us.   But  in  case you missed i t ,  here ’s  a  few memor ies !

A l l  A m e r i c a n  N i g h t
On Monday, July 6  we celebrated
America’s 250  Birthday with an All
American Dinner!

th

th

A special meal of hotdogs, macaroni salad,
chips, watermelon and summer icebox cake
was served.

8 0 ' s  9 0 ' s  T h e m e  P a r t y
If you were in to outrageous colored clothing and big hair, you could find it at our at our 80's
90's theme party that was held on Saturday, July 18   Party goers enjoyed dancing to DJ tunes,
eating pizza and snacks while reliving the days of shoulder pads, leg warmers and Aquanet!

th.

Events
S l a m m e r s  B a s e b a l l
It was Italian Day at the Joliet Slammers
Game on July 12  and AICS was well
represented.

th

Everyone was sporting their Italian gear 
while cheering the Slammers on.  It was
a great day at the ballpark!
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MEMBER NEWS
SUNSHINE REPORT
Get Well 

VITA ASSOCIATIVA

A spaghetti dinner volunteer meeting will be held on Monday, August 31
at 6:00pm. Meet the spaghetti dinner team leaders and we will be
discussing all aspects of our dinner, health department guidelines,
volunteer opportunities and scheduling.  If you would like to volunteer
and are unable to attend, please contact Andrea DiVecchio 815-529-0036
or Dave Margliano 815-531-9115

Sympathy

 New Members

If you are having or know someone who is having a milestone birthday or anniversary, know of
an illness, condolence or a special congratulations for one of our members, please contact

Anna Binkley (815) 342-6524 / Email: anna9108@att.net or 
 Robin Margliano (815) 531-9116 / Email: rmargliano@aol.com
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Anna Binkley

Vince Brandolino 

Maureen Chytracek

Tom Giarrante

Curt McCune

LeAnn Maland & family
on the loss of LeAnn’s
grandmother

Mike & Deborah Nakroshis
& family on the passing of
Mike’s mom

Ramona Delrose & family
on the loss of her grandson

Nominations are being accepted for open Officer and Board of Director
positions.  The nomination form can be found on the last page of this
newsletter and are also available at the bar.  Deadline to submit
nominations is Sept. 30, 2026.  The election will be held on Nov. 19, 2026.

Joseph & Kim Consiglio
Terry & Kathy Covone

Sympathy
Mary Sue & Jeff Miller
and family on the loss of
Mary Sue’s mother, club
member Jeanne Juricic
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Italian Language Lesson
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Grazie to our Sponsors
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American Italian Cultural Society
1918 Donmaur Drive
Crest Hill, IL 60403
P:  815-725-7450
F:  815-725-9074

Email Office:
officemanager@americanitalian.org

Email Newsletter:
Andrea.DiVecchio@americanitalian.org

For more information, visit our website at
americanitalian.org
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