Lo NostraVoce

Sempre Insieme ~ Always Together

American Italian Cultural Society

1918 Donmaur Drive ¢ Crest Hill, IL 60403

President’s Report suly/ 1uglio

Hello Club Members
July Edition, I’'m pleased to share an update on our society’s activities, progress, and upcoming plans.

Highlights

® Membership Engagement: We welcomed three new members last month: Dominic and June Vella, and
Dennis Damiani

® Facility Updates: Routine maintenance is being done. New picnic tables are being ordered to replace the old
ones. Sealcoat of the roof is scheduled for July 8" weather permitting. Miscellaneous indoor plumbing upgrades
were completed. Clean-up and organization of the indoor upstairs bocce area is still to be scheduled once the
weather cools down.

June Events & Activities

®  Spaghetti Dinner: Our first Aglio e Olio dinner was a great success considering the weather we had. We sold
just over 600 dinners and 650 sausage links, plus salad and bread. Bakery brought in $599.00. Thank you again to
all that volunteered.

®  AICS PICNIC- Our picnic had 95 people signed up. The weather was perfect, food was delicious and everyone
had a great time.

® Queen of Hearts- Every Monday starting at 5pm. The current pot as of 6/28/26 is over $15,000.00. We wish
you luck. Food is available for purchase certain nights. Check our Facebook for the weekly menu. If you have a
meal idea and would like to volunteer and help cook with one of our six kitchen mangers please let us know.

®  Festa meeting: Next festa meeting will be Wednesday July 15th, 7pm, please attend if you would like to be
involved with our festa. Contact Christina Hayden or Dan Brandolino for volunteering.

AICS Scholarship- We received 12 scholarship applications this year. The committee will be reviewing them soon
and announcing the winners. Good luck to all who applied. First place, $1,500.00 a year for 4 years and second
place, $750.00 a year for 4 years. The Committee is considering adding a third place winner this year.

Save the Date

July 12 Italian heritage night at Joliet slammers stadium, July 18 80s/90s party, August 7, 8, 9 Festa Italiana, August 29
Sontag car show( food provided by club), September 13 Mother Cabrini Pilgrimage (39 people capacity), Changed Date
-September 20 San Vittorino fest. Garage sale September 25-27

Administrative Notes

®  Meetings: The July board meeting will take place on Wednesday July 1st 7pm. General meeting is July 23rd 7pm.
Agenda items include summer event planning, scholarship updates, and facility improvements.

®  Financial Overview: The Society remains in strong financial standing and fundraising efforts continue to support
our club and its cultural initiatives. Thank you all for your time and efforts.

® Volunteer Opportunities: As always, we rely on the generosity of our members. Anyone interested in helping with

events, positions or chairing an event are encouraged to reach out.
A Personal Message

As we prepare to celebrate Americas 250™ anniversary, | would like to reflect on our heritage in this country.
The opportunities given to us and one of them was building this club. We are very fortunate to have it. We take
great pride in leading our club. We do this for our current and future members. But a part of us do it for

our past members. | reflect on the days when we did sing-alongs. So many Italian songs were sung from

the heart, the one song | remember being sung the loudest and proudest was “God Bless America”. So with
that | wish you a Happy gt of July, God bless America and God bless our club.

Always Together/Sempre Insieme
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CLUB HOURS
SUNDAY
6:30 PM -11:00 PM
MONDAY
5:00 PM - 9:00 PM
THURSDAY
6:30 PM -11:00 PM
SATURDAY
6:30PM - 11:00 PM

Phone: 815-725-7450
Fax: 815-725-9074
Email office:

Dan Brandolino officemanager@americanitalian.org

President, American Italian Cultural Society

Email for newsletter:

Andrea.DiVecchio@americanitalian.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS  [K3/82
AL

QUEEN OF HEARTS EVERY MONDAY NIGHT 5-9 PM

Cut off time to purchase a ticket for the Queen is 7:30pm,
with the drawing at 8:00pm

JUL1- WEDNESDAY BOARD MEETING 7:00pm
JUL4 - SATURDAY INDEPENDENCE DAY CLUB CLOSED
JUL 12 - SUNDAY SLAMMERS GAME 12:05pm
JUL 15 - WEDNESDAY FESTA MEETING 7:00pm
JUL 16 - THURSDAY BOOK CLUB 12:00pm
JUL 18 - SATURDAY 80’s 90’s PARTY 5:30pm
JUL 23 - THURSDAY GENERAL MEETING 7:00pm
SAVE THE DATES!

AUG 7,8,9 FESTA ITALIANA

AUG 29 - SATURDAY SONTAG CAR SHOW
SEPT 13 - SUNDAY MOTHER CABRINI PILGRIMAGE
SEPT 20 - SUNDAY SAN VITTORINO FEST

) Calling all volunteers!

~ WE NEED
~Your

FESTA ITALIANA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS. IF YOU CAN HELP US OUT
FOR A FEW HOURS PLEASE CALL OR TEXT
DANNY 815-919-5440 or CHRISTINA 815-409-0511
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CALENDAR

uly 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Board Meeting 4@!
7:00pm j@)
Club Closed

. QOH

Festa & /2 80590’
i ea / o
+J} Meeting Chuw l |i Theme Party|

7:00pm 12:00pm 5:30pm

12:05pm

_ . General
Qo ' Meeting
7:00pm

As America celebrates it’s 250th birthday, it is interesting to note that several
Italian and Italian-born thinkers influenced the ideas that eventually shaped
American constitutional principles.

William Paca (1740-1799), was an American Founding Father, a signer of the
Declaration of Independence, the third governor of Maryland and a federal judge.
As a wealthy attorney and plantation owner, he served as a crucial strategist and
leader of the Patriot cause in Maryland during the American Revolution. He is
credited with helping to establish the new American government. His family is
believed to have originated in the Abruzzo region of Italy possibly in the Chieti area, but this has not been proven. A
common reoccurring first name is in family is “Aquila” which was a name William Paca gave to his own son.

Filippo (Phillip) Mazzei (1730-1816), was born in Tuscany and immigrated to the United states in 1773 at the age of 43
years. He was an Italian physician, philosopher, diplomat, winemaker, merchant, and author. He was a close friend
and neighbor of Thomas Jefferson and his Enlightenment philosophies helped to inspire the core language of the
Declaration of Independence. In 1774, Mazzei published an article in The Virginia Gazette stating, "Tutti gli uomini
sono per natura egualmente liberi e indipendenti” ("All men are by nature equally free and independent”). Thomas
Jefferson directly paraphrased this phrase when writing the immortal line "all men are created equal".

Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527), advocated civic virtue, citizen participation and checks on concentrated power.
American founders John Adams and James Madison were familiar with his writings and were influenced by them.

Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794) was the author of On Crimes and Punishments and argued against arbitrary punishment
and promoted due process and proportional justice. His ideas influenced protections in our Constitution and Bill of
Rights, particularly the Eighth Amendment's prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment.
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EVENT INFORMATION ~ Don’t miss out!

AMERICAN ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY

QUEEN OF HEARTS s}

PLAY WEEKLY FOR
A CHANCE TO WIN

(+**** SUNDAY, JULY 12 % *++++)

GATES OPEN: 12:05PM | GAME TIME: 1:05 PM

Al | -+ + SPECIAL GUEST PERFORMANCE + ++
2 - National Anthem Presentation - _
“ You are NOT going to want to miss this!

DRAWING EVERY MONDAY
TICKETS $1.00 EACH OR 6 FOR $5.00

CLUB HOURS
SUNDAY 6:30 PM-11:00 PM
MONDAY 5:00 PM-9:00 PM

THURSDAY 6:30 PM-11:00 PM

Please follow link to register.
For further information, call 815-725-7450

1918 DAUNMAUR DRIVE CRIST HILL IL 60403

SHRINE(RBRINIE

incollaboralion wilh
(CasA ITALIA (STONE PARK), THE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD ITALIAN AMERICAN CLUB (CHICAGO),
THE AMERICAN ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY (CREST HILL) AND VILLA CESARE (SCHERERVILLE)

REMINDER

invile you lo lake parl in cuwrsecond annual

MOTHER CABRINI PILGRIMAGE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

Participation is limited to only those who arrive by bus.
BUS DEPARTURES

1000 am. from American lalian Cultural Society (max cap 39)
| 1000am. from Villa Cesare (max cap 39)

\ 1035 am. from Casa lalia (max cap 78)

@0 10:45am. from the OId Neighborhood Club (max cap 39)
‘Buses arrive 15 min. beforehand & depart promptly

TOUR SCHEDULE
11:15 am. Tours of the Shrine
12:00 pm. Mass celebrated by Monsignor Kenneth Velo

1:00 p.m. Reception with sumptuous antipasti table

Thursday
July 23rd
7:00pm  RESERVATION

2:30pm. Return trip by bus MONSIGNOR VELO

There is no charge for the pilgrimage, but free-will donations during the reception will be greatly appreciated.

e Casa ltalia: nancy -0l
» American Italian Cultural Society: i om « Villa Cesare:
For general information, email info @ franoi.com.

Italian American Club: oniacl @aol.com

Seating is imit ons by Monday, August 24,

ANTIPASTI TABLE PROVIDED BY ONESTI ENTERTAINMENT. BUSES & OTHER EXPENSES COVERED BY AN ANONYMOUS BENEFACTOR.

- Snacks will be served
) after the meeting!

TICKETS:
$10 memers

$15 NoN-MEMBERS
12 & UNDER

AMERICAN ITALIAN
CULTURAL SOCIETY

1918 DONMAUR DRIVE
CREST HILL, IL 60403

SERVING APPETIZERS!

. \talian Cultyr,
s “ca\'\ al s°ci
pee o Sty

+8aVe THE DaTe
AICS ‘

GARAGE SaLe

Start cleaning out those closets and cabinets!

AICS will be taking donations for our garage sale.

September 25 - 27

1918 Donmuar Dr. - Crest Hill, IL

Furniture & Décor - Tools & Outdoor Gear - Clothes &
Accessories - Toys, Books & Games - Kitchen & Home Items

*Proceeds from sale will benefit the kitchen expansion project.




IN CASE YOU MISSED IT...

On Thursday, June 11th, we held our “Bonus”
spaghetti dinner featuring aglio e olio (garlic & oil)
pasta and grilled Italian sausage. It was our first time
offering this type of dinner to the public and we’re

.. on social media and people asked if we would do it
- again in July. But we need a rest, so no spaghetti
dinners until September. Thanks to our dedicated
volunteers we served 603 dinners and 657 orders o
sausage. Many patrons said that this dinner brought =
back fond memories of their moms and grandmas

time. This is what AICS is all about, sharing our cul-
ture and heritage with the community.

Many friends and family gathered together on June 15th to honor Ted
Micci at his 105th Birthday Celebration. Ted was pleasantly surprised
to see so many familiar faces and he tried to take time to speak with
everyone. We enjoyed cake, honored his military service, had lots of
laughs and did some reminiscing. Birthday blessings to our oldest
member and in Ted’s words, “God willing, lets do this again next year!”

< Nty B 3
Our club picnic was held on Saturday, June 20th and we were greeted by sunny skies and pleasant
weather. Picnic-goers enjoyed a delicious BBQ with all the fixin’s and a delectable spread of home-
made desserts. There was music, games and the bar had lemonade specials. It was a fun day for our
club members to visit and enjoy each others company.




FESTA ITALIANA - General Information

Friday, August 7, 2026 | 5:00pm-11:00pm
Saturday, August 8, 2026 | 5:00pm-11:00pm
Sunday, August 9, 2026 | 11:00am-9:00pm

FREE ADMISSION —

Serving our Full Menu all three days

© 00 QD O

ENTERTAINMENT SERVING OUR BAKE SALE GAMES FOR RAFFLES AND
ALL DAY FULL MENU THE KIDS MUCH, MUCH MORE!
EVERY DAY
N ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE ————
Friday, August 7th Saturday, August 8th Sunday, August 9th
5:30pm Don’t Matter to Me | 5:00pm Vito Zatto 1’21‘003"‘ g“td?r‘l’l\"ass & Procession
8:30pm Pearl Snap 7:30pm Cadillac Groove 90p Bess fula

2:30pm Pasta Eating Contest
3:00pm Jersey Girls
5:30pm Hoodwinked

For More information visit our website

americanitalian.org
or scan the QR code

American Italian Cultural Society

1918 Donmaur Dr. ¢
Crest Hill, IL 60403 A 4




FESTA ITALIANA - Sponsorship Opportunity

We are proud and excited to announce that we are

holding our annual

Sesta Jtaliana en

e ————

This year marks twenty-six years of _
- celebrating the Italian culture and
. supporting our community!

X WHEN: | WHERE:

J Friday, August 7 American Italian
- Saturday, August 8 \ Cultural Society
' Sunday, August 9, 2026 | Crest Hill, IL

The “Festa Italiana” would not exist without the generosity of
individuals and businesses such as yours. Your support helps us:

Bring in Create a . f‘
Defray ‘ B : ‘

Top-Quality Memorable Experience &
SYEn oS @ Entertainment for Our Community e

A T 'j:.‘;fSCANT

" Please complete the form and return it with your donation no later than zomg?ucﬁ::‘f:;:gfsﬁtﬂgv/ds
July 31, 2026. Know that your support of the American Italian Cultural Society
“Festa Italiana” is greatly appreciated by our Festa committee and the
thousands of patrons who will join us for the three-day event!

g
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- Sunshine Report | -

ﬁﬂ /Pyi ﬁﬂ /py‘i?: ( /Wi% % Q&O‘WD& ‘
‘({Mﬂdag ® //wlﬁday ((?*Mflday New Members ,Do‘\i‘(
Maria Coladipietro - 1st Sarah Carlyle - 13th Thomas Alberico - 21st Dennis Damiani FOK(’ET
Elizabeth LaLonde - 3rd Jack Pastore - 14th Virginia Ardolino - 21st Dominic & June Vella \ /_
Tanja Conte - 3rd Gloria Circirale - 16th Mary Fecarotta - 21st y
Leo Smith - 5th Nancy Futterer - 16th Jack Cirrincione - 25th 7o b our Sunshine
Mary Atwood - 11th Skip Moroz - 18th Thomas Narducci - 26th hcar o memBen is sich on
Geri McGinn - 11th Bryan Wellner - 18th Mary Pagano - 26th fas lost o loved one.
Deborah Nakroshis - 12th || Anthony Annerino - 19th Marc Ragusa - 28th We care!
Dawn Bennett - 13th Paula Taylor - 20th James Davia - 29th The confact info is Below.
Gary Augustine - 30th

1f you are having, or know someone who is having a milestone birthday or
anniversary, or know of an illness, condolence or a special congratulations for our
members or if you want to be excluded from the Sunshine Report please contact
Anna Binkley (815) 342-6524 / Email: anna9108@att.net or
Robin Margliano (815) 531-9116 / Email: rmargliano@aol.com

RENTAL

About us Our services

Host unforgettable events for up to 125 & Custom Event Setup
people in our stylish, flexible venue. & Audio-Visual Equipment
Perfect for showers, weddings, & On-Site Support Staff
anniversaries, parties, and meetings. @ Catering Coordination
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS - OFFICERS

President
Vice President

Recording Secretary

Treasurer

Sergeant-at-Arms

Dan Brandolino
Christina Hayden
Todd Maland

Marco Coladipietro

Carla Liburdi

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - TRUSTEES

Silvio Biasella
Paolo Binkley

Catherine Cerri
Dane Carlyle
Tony D’Amico
Zak Kohlhagen
Franca Liburdi
Sharon Muhich

Vanessa Pascente

(815) 919-5440
(815) 409-0511
(815) 791-5215

(815) 530-3516
((815) 931-0667

(847) 612-0844
(708) 488-6297

(815) 355-2055
(815) 585-3189

(630) 308-0019
(708) 417-8402

(815) 768-9812

(815) 347-9299
(815) 274-9235

I AICS DIRECTORY s

dan.brandolino@americanitalian.org

christinamhayden8@gmail.com

recsec851@aol.com

Marco.Coladipietro@americanitalian.org

carla.l@americanitalian.org

sbiasella3@gmail.com

paolobinkley2002@gmail.com

kat2478@aol.com
dcarlyle22@gmail.com

tdamico256@aol.com
Zak918@sbcglobal.net

francaliburdi@aol.com

muhich1946@gmail.com

Vpascente71@gmail.com

CLUB CONTACTS
AICS General Email
Bar Manager
Building/Grounds
Call All

Decorating

Festa Italiana

Hall Rental

Kitchen Manager

Newsletter Ads
Newsletter Editor
Office Manager
Scholarship

Sunshine

Welcome Committee

Website

Matt Mauzer
Gary Binkley
Sandi Doyle
Robin Margliano

Dan Brandolino

Vanessa Pascente

Sandi Doyle
Andrea DiVecchio
Sandi Doyle

Dan Brandolino
Anna Binkley
Robin Margliano
Vanessa Pascente

Andrea DiVecchio

(815) 325-7631
(815) 342-6521
(815) 409-0513
(815) 531-9116
(815) 919-5440

(815) 274-9235

(815) 409-0513
(815) 529-0036
(815) 409-0513
(815) 919-5440
(815) 342-6524
(815) 531-9116
(815) 274-9235

(815) 529-0036
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officemanager@americanitalian.org
mmauzer@att.net
bink25002@yahoo.com
officemanager@americanitalian.org
rmargliano@aol.com

danbrandolino@aol.com

Vpascente71@gmail.com

kitchenmanager@americanitalian.org

officemanager@americanitalian.org
Andrea.DiVecchio@americanitalian.org
officemanager@americanitalian.org
danbrandolino@aol.com
anna9108@att.net

rmagliano@aol.com
Vpascente71@gmail.com

Andrea.DiVecchio@americanitalian.org




wagie ~ Thank Sfou to QO Shomow

Resurrection Cemetery, Mausoleum & Cremation Gardens
And the Catholic Cemeteries in Crest Hill & Joliet
> Bellissimo Mausoleum Crypts, Cremation Niche's, Grave’'s and Memorial Monument Sales

Come and experience the difference, locally owned and operated!

Erlc Holloway, Executive Director
.dioceseofjoliet.org/cemeteries 815-473-5000

& Corsettl Structural Steel, Inc.
Steel Fabricators and Erectors Crane Rental www.corsettisteel.com
2515 New Lenox Rd. Joliet, IL 60433 Phone:(815)726-4083
Lockport Sister City Program .

A

>

Q o
‘PNAT\
Siempen 2014 \ Citta di Asiago
Sewer and Water L
nge ]a -
Alberico Construction Co. Inc. a | vaggione

2501 New Lenox Road
Joliet, IL 60433

Pn-r-!o Music Instraction
B815.351-0547
angelapisnc @ comeast.net
www.angelapisnc.net

(815) 722-2517

Richard J. Tapella

Funeral Director

'433 S. Chicago Street, Joliet

Rich@farkasfuneralhome.com
3201 ‘W. Jefferson St. 727-2253
Tar&a‘g Joliet, IL 60431 vervborts tSoes A TS Thaton: www.milanobakery.com
Funeral Home (815) 725-0100
Morgan Stanley
Mamma Onesta’s 1100 South State St

Italian Restaurant Lockport, IL 60441
Owned and Operated by the Located in Historic

DeGrassi Family bl = Downtown Lockport
(from Trieste, Italy) M @'ﬂ% 2 815-588-0900

www.mamimaonesta.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT

BryAN M. WELLNER ke
ATTORNEY AT LAW The Looni Gonte Group at Morgan Stantey

MAHONEY s SILVERMAN & CROSS s LLC st e el e sk L A

822 INFANTRY DRIVE, JOLIET, IL 60435
( 815) 730-9500 bwellner@msclawfirm.com

Business Development Asso

Jacquelyn Andre
license #17522102  Registered Client
Associa

Service

www.msclawfirm.com Srmsameenmcrrnuels” 7
Buying or Selling? Tiffany & June Allen-Smith
= Owners
Call Jim Today!
PostNet of Shorewood, IL

Club Member Discount @ 1147 Brook Forest Ave
Shorewood, IL 60404

%% 815.230.2222
/D/\\ @ 815230.2223

Jim Clementi @ L131@postnet.com
Over 45 Years of Real Estate @ postnet.com/il131
Expertise! SPRING
. (815)263-4101 AN @[E Your Design, Printing, and Shipping Partner



http://www.mammaonesta.com/
http://www.milanobakery.com

American ltalian
Cultural Society

1918 Donmaur Drive
Crest Hill, IL 60403

Phone: 815-725-7450
Fax: 815-725-9074
Email office:
officemanager@americanitalian.org
Email for newsletter:
Andrea.DiVecchio@americanitalian.org

For more info please visit us on the web:
www.americanitalian.org

Our spaghetti dinner is held the
2nd Thursday of the month from
September until May every year.
We are looking for more student
volunteers to work in the dining
room. If you can help or know any
high school student who would
like to work a few hours, please
contact:. Robin Margliano

815-531-9116

Did you know you can access
member information from our
AICS website? You can see pics
from the club, download a new
membership application and see
copies of our newsletters. There’s
a member portal where you can
sign up with your email.

Member access code is AICS2024
Please contact:
officemanager@americanitalian.org

for more information.

Scan to visit our website



