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SUNDAY 

 6:30 PM -11:00 PM 

MONDAY 

5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

THURSDAY 

 6:30 PM -11:00 PM 

SATURDAY 

6:30PM - 11:00 PM 

La Nostra Voce 

Sempre Insieme ~ Always Together 

American Ita l ian Cultural  Society  
1918 Donmaur Drive   •  Crest  Hill ,  IL  60403  

President’s Report July/ luglio 

Hello Club Members 

July Edition, I’m pleased to share an update on our society’s activities, progress, and upcoming plans.  

 Highlights    

• Membership Engagement: We welcomed three new members last month: Dominic and June Vella, and                                        
Dennis Damiani 

•  Facility Updates: Routine maintenance is being done.  New picnic tables are being ordered to replace the old         

ones.  Sealcoat of the roof is scheduled for July 8th weather permitting.  Miscellaneous indoor plumbing upgrades          
were completed.   Clean-up and organization of the indoor upstairs bocce area is still to be scheduled once the   
weather cools down. 
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June Events & Activities 

• Spaghetti Dinner: Our first Aglio e Olio dinner was a great success considering the weather we had.  We sold    
just over 600 dinners and 650 sausage links, plus salad and bread.  Bakery brought in $599.00.  Thank you again to     
all that volunteered. 

• AICS PICNIC- Our picnic had 95 people signed up.  The weather was perfect, food was delicious and everyone   
had a great time. 

• Queen of Hearts- Every Monday starting at 5pm.  The current pot as of 6/28/26 is over $15,000.00.  We wish   
you luck.  Food is available for purchase certain nights. Check our Facebook for the weekly menu.  If you have a             
meal idea and would like to volunteer and help cook with one of our six kitchen mangers please let us know. 

• Festa meeting: Next festa meeting will be Wednesday July 15th, 7pm, please attend if you would like to be           
involved with our festa.  Contact Christina Hayden or Dan Brandolino for volunteering. 

AICS Scholarship- We received 12 scholarship applications this year.  The committee will be reviewing them soon 
and announcing the winners. Good luck to all who applied.   First place, $1,500.00 a year for 4 years and second              
place, $750.00 a year for 4 years.  The Committee is considering adding a third place winner this year. 
 

Save the Date 

July 12 Italian heritage night at Joliet slammers stadium, July 18 80s/90s party, August 7, 8, 9 Festa Italiana, August 29 
Sontag car show( food provided by club), September 13 Mother Cabrini Pilgrimage (39 people capacity), Changed Date
-September 20 San Vittorino fest.  Garage sale September 25-27 
 

 Administrative Notes 

• Meetings: The July board meeting will take place on Wednesday July 1st 7pm.  General meeting is July 23rd 7pm. 
Agenda items include summer event planning, scholarship updates, and facility improvements. 

• Financial Overview: The Society remains in strong financial standing and fundraising efforts continue to support 
our club and its cultural initiatives.  Thank you all for your time and efforts. 

•  Volunteer Opportunities: As always, we rely on the generosity of our members. Anyone interested in helping with 

events, positions or chairing an event are encouraged to reach out. 
 

A Personal Message  

As we prepare to celebrate Americas 250th anniversary, I would like to reflect on our heritage in this country.                                 
The opportunities given to us and one of them was building this club.  We are very fortunate to have it.  We take                 
great pride in leading our club.  We do this for our current and future members.  But a part of us do it for 
our past members.  I reflect on the days when we did sing-alongs.  So many Italian songs were sung from 
the heart, the one song I remember being sung the loudest and proudest was “God Bless America”.  So with 
that I wish you a Happy  4th of July, God bless America and God bless our club. 

Always Together/Sempre Insieme 
Dan Brandolino, 
President, American Italian Cultural Society 

Phone: 815-725-7450 

Fax: 815-725-9074 

Email office: 

officemanager@americanitalian.org                                                                                            

Email for newsletter: 

Andrea.DiVecchio@americanitalian.org 



 

2 

 

JUL 1 -  WEDNESDAY  BOARD MEETING     7:00pm 
 

JUL 4 -  SATURDAY  INDEPENDENCE DAY        CLUB CLOSED  
 

JUL 12 -  SUNDAY   SLAMMERS GAME   12:05pm 
 

JUL 15 -  WEDNESDAY  FESTA MEETING    7:00pm 
 

JUL 16 -  THURSDAY  BOOK CLUB            12:00pm 
 

JUL 18 -  SATURDAY  80’s 90’s PARTY    5:30pm 
 

JUL 23 - THURSDAY  GENERAL MEETING   7:00pm 

                                    

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

AUG 7, 8, 9    FESTA ITALIANA 

AUG 29 - SATURDAY  SONTAG CAR SHOW 

SEPT 13 - SUNDAY  MOTHER CABRINI PILGRIMAGE 

SEPT 20 - SUNDAY  SAN VITTORINO FEST 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
QUEEN OF HEARTS EVERY MONDAY NIGHT 5-9 PM   
Cut off time to purchase a ticket for the Queen is 7:30pm,                                      
with the drawing at 8:00pm 

FESTA ITALIANA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS.  IF YOU CAN HELP US OUT 
FOR A FEW HOURS PLEASE CALL OR TEXT                                                             

DANNY 815-919-5440 or CHRISTINA 815-409-0511 
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CALENDAR 

As America celebrates it’s 250th birthday, it is interesting to note that several  
Italian and Italian-born thinkers influenced the ideas that eventually shaped 
American constitutional principles.  

William Paca (1740-1799), was an American Founding Father, a signer of the  
Declaration of Independence, the third governor of Maryland and a federal judge.  
As a wealthy attorney and plantation owner, he served as a crucial strategist and 
leader of the Patriot cause in Maryland during the American Revolution.  He is 
credited with helping to establish the new American government. His family is 

believed to have originated in the Abruzzo region of Italy possibly in the Chieti area, but this has not been proven. A 
common reoccurring first name is in family is “Aquila” which was a name William Paca gave to his own son. 

Filippo (Phillip) Mazzei (1730-1816), was born in Tuscany and immigrated to the United states in 1773 at the age of 43 
years.  He was an Italian physician, philosopher, diplomat, winemaker, merchant, and author.  He was a close friend 
and neighbor of Thomas Jefferson and his Enlightenment philosophies helped to inspire the core language of the  
Declaration of Independence.  In 1774, Mazzei published an article in The Virginia Gazette stating, "Tutti gli uomini 
sono per natura egualmente liberi e indipendenti" ("All men are by nature equally free and independent"). Thomas                
Jefferson directly paraphrased this phrase when writing the immortal line "all men are created equal".  

Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527), advocated civic virtue, citizen participation and checks on concentrated power.  
American founders John Adams and James Madison were familiar with his writings and were influenced by them. 

Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794) was the author of On Crimes and Punishments and argued against arbitrary punishment 
and promoted due process  and proportional justice.  His ideas influenced protections in our Constitution and Bill of 
Rights, particularly the Eighth Amendment's prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment. 
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  EVENT INFORMATION ~ Don’t miss out! 
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  IN CASE YOU MISSED IT... 

 

 

 

On Thursday, June 11th, we held our “Bonus”        
spaghetti dinner featuring aglio e olio (garlic & oil) 
pasta and grilled Italian sausage.  It was our first time 
offering this type of dinner to the public and we’re 
happy to say it was a hit!  We received rave reviews 
on social media and people asked if we would do it 
again in July. But we need a rest, so no spaghetti  
dinners until September.  Thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers we served 603 dinners and 657 orders of 
sausage.  Many patrons said that this dinner brought 
back fond memories of their moms and grandmas 
and others were trying pasta aglio e olio for the first 
time. This is what AICS is all about, sharing our cul-
ture and heritage with the community. 

Many friends and family gathered together on June 15th to honor Ted 
Micci at his 105th Birthday Celebration.  Ted was pleasantly surprised 
to see so many familiar faces and he tried to take time to speak with 
everyone.  We enjoyed cake, honored his military service, had lots of 
laughs and did some reminiscing.  Birthday blessings to our oldest 
member and in Ted’s words, “God willing, lets do this again next year!” 

Our club picnic was held on Saturday, June 20th and we were greeted by sunny skies and pleasant 
weather.  Picnic-goers enjoyed a delicious BBQ with all the fixin’s and a delectable spread of home-
made desserts.  There was music, games and the bar had lemonade specials.  It was a fun day for our 
club members to visit and enjoy each others company. 
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FESTA ITALIANA - General Information 
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FESTA ITALIANA - Sponsorship Opportunity 
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Maria Coladipietro - 1st 

Elizabeth LaLonde - 3rd 

Tanja Conte - 3rd 

Leo Smith - 5th 

Mary Atwood - 11th 

Geri McGinn - 11th 

Deborah Nakroshis - 12th 

Dawn Bennett - 13th 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Carlyle - 13th 

Jack Pastore - 14th 

Gloria Circirale - 16th 

Nancy Futterer - 16th 

Skip Moroz - 18th 

Bryan Wellner - 18th 

Anthony Annerino - 19th 

Paula Taylor - 20th 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Alberico - 21st 

Virginia Ardolino - 21st 

Mary Fecarotta - 21st 

Jack Cirrincione - 25th 

Thomas Narducci - 26th 

Mary Pagano - 26th 

Marc Ragusa - 28th 

James Davia - 29th 

Gary Augustine - 30th 

 

 Sunshine Report  
 

 

 
 

Dennis Damiani 

Dominic & June Vella 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you are having, or know someone who is having a milestone birthday or                    
anniversary, or know of an illness, condolence or a special congratulations for our 

members or if you want to be excluded from the Sunshine Report please contact      
Anna Binkley (815) 342-6524 / Email: anna9108@att.net or                                                                        

Robin Margliano (815) 531-9116 / Email: rmargliano@aol.com 

To let our Sunshine 
Committee know if you 
hear a member is sick or 
has lost a loved one.   
We care! 

The contact info is below. 
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                   AICS DIRECTORY 
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Corsetti Structural Steel, Inc.    
Steel Fabricators and Erectors   Crane Rental  www.corsettisteel.com 

2515 New Lenox Rd. Joliet, IL 60433 Phone:(815)726-4083 

Grazie ~ Thank You to Our Sponsors 

      Lockport Sister City Program       Lockport Sister City Program 

Mamma Onesta’s  
Italian Restaurant 

Owned and Operated by the 
DeGrassi Family 

 (from Trieste, Italy) 

1100 South State St 
Lockport, IL  60441 

Located in Historic                                                     
Downtown Lockport 

815-588-0900 
www.mammaonesta.com 

www.milanobakery.com 

Richard J. Tapella                 
Funeral Director                       

Rich@farkasfuneralhome.com 
 

3201 W. Jefferson St.   
Joliet, IL  60431                
(815) 725-0100 

Bryan M. Wellner                                                          
attorney at law  

Mahoney, Silverman & Cross, LLC  
822 Infantry Drive, Joliet, IL 60435 

   ( 815) 730-9500          bwellner@msclawfirm.com 
                         www.msclawfirm.com 

http://www.mammaonesta.com/
http://www.milanobakery.com


 

12 

1918 Donmaur Drive 

Crest Hill, IL  60403 

Calling all Volunteers    

Did you know you can access 
member information from our 
AICS website? You can see pics 
from the club, download a new 
membership application and see 
copies of our newsletters. There’s 
a member portal where you can 
sign up with your email.         
Member access code is AICS2024   

Please contact:                                                       

officemanager@americanitalian.org 
for more information. 

Scan to visit our website 

American Italian 
Cultural Society 

Phone: 815-725-7450 

Fax: 815-725-9074 

Email office: 

officemanager@americanitalian.org                                                                                               

Email for newsletter: 

Andrea.DiVecchio@americanitalian.org 

For more info please visit us on the web: 
www.americanitalian.org  

or 

                                       
  
 

   

Our spaghetti dinner is held the 
2nd Thursday of the month from   
September until May every year.  
We are looking for more student  
volunteers to work in the dining 
room. If you can help or know any 
high school student who would 
like to work a few hours, please 
contact:    Robin Margliano 

    815-531-9116 


